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LASIK – Safe in Our Hands

FAST FACTS

Laser eye surgery facts

· 98% of people who have had LASIK would recommend it to someone else

· 69% of Europeans believe that eye surgery is a safe and well established procedure
· Two thirds of Europeans cited some degree of fear at the prospect of laser vision correction  
· 82% of Europeans would have reservations about having laser eye surgery:

· 17% would be worried about side effects 
· 30% feel they would need more information

· 24% don’t think they could afford it

· 11% would not consider it 

· A staggering 80 people surveyed out of 100 didn’t know what eye condition they suffer from

· Only 25% of the respondents correctly identified 1990 as the year when LASIK surgery was first carried out 

Difficulties with glasses and contact lenses 

· 71% of Europeans think that wearing glasses / lenses makes it difficult to participate in sport

· 75% of Europeans think that wearing glasses / lenses is inconvenient in different weather conditions

· 84% think buying and replacing glasses is expensive
· 1/3 of Europeans think that laser eye surgery provides a cheaper alternative over 10 years

Country statistics

· 15% more British people think LASIK is safer than people from France – yet 60% of French respondents think they have a good understanding of laser eye surgery

· Only 37% of Italians say they have a good understanding about LASIK compared to people from the UK (53%), Spain (56%) and France (60%)

· 58% of Italians are scared to have LASIK – yet they are the most likely nationality to dislike the appearance of glasses 

· The Spanish are more positive towards having a laser eye surgery done compared to the British, the French and the Germans
Source: Opinion Health Healthcare Consumer Online Survey, May 2010 - n = 1000 (UK 200, France: 200; Germany: 200, Italy: 200 & Spain: 200
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